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Join us for the World EFTC Day
16th March 2018

One day to change their future
Find out how you can get involved on page 19
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PARTNER WITH US!
We are passionate about helping companies fulfil their CSR commitments and offer a range
of opportunities to do so by supporting the School of Hope. Whether it’s sponsorship of one
of our events or fundraising as part of some brilliant team building, we can tailor your giving
to make it relevant to your business and make you look the bee’s knees to your client base.
We love shouting about those who support our work and the huge impact your team could
make for some of Guatemala’s most disadvantaged children.
Contact lizzie@eftc.org.uk to find out more

EDITORIAL | David McKee

EFTC: The teenager

EFTC is 14 years old and like any teenager it is experiencing
growing pains as it tries to establish its identity and find its
place in the modern world. As a 14-year-old, EFTC now has
more teenagers than ever before and with it has come the
unique challenges of dealing with teenage problems.

Whether it is gang violence, alcoholism, drugs, teenage
pregnancies or just the feeling that the world is against you,
teen years are tough. They are tough worldwide but especially tough in such an unforgiving environment as Jocotenango where second chances are rare. Unlike the UK or USA
where there are safety nets, screw it up once in Guatemala
and you are unlikely to be able to get your life back on track.
This is the challenge facing EFTC, the 14-year-old. A full examination of successes and failures is underway to reassess

all methods and long held beliefs. We are so aware that how
we approach this ever-changing challenge will define how
successful we will be in the long term.
EFTC, at 14, can point to many huge successes with many
university or work placements. These are to be celebrated
but at the same time, we must strive to reduce the drop outs
and cases where our students do not reach their full potential. This is the single most pressing issue that we are dealing
with and it is inevitable that there will need to be changes
and perhaps more resources given to achieve an even better success rate.
Thank you all for your continued support. With your help, we
will continue to make progress, resulting in more teenagers
becoming successful and strong young adults.
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UEFA FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN | New Sports Pitch

THANK
YOU!

An all weather sports pitch has long been the dream
of EFTC and now, thanks to a generous donation of
£32k from the UEFA Foundation for Children, this dream
has finally become a reality.
The building of the pitch has been a lengthy process.
Guatemala is not known for fast action and efficiency
and deadlines are rarely met. We suffered various
setbacks along the way with three huge earthquakes
hitting the region during construction. However, we are
happy to announce that despite the severe weather,
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the flooding and the mud, we now have a fantastic
finished all-weather pitch.
This is the first time our students have had a proper
pitch to play on. Before this the space was just dirt,
too dry and dusty in the summer and a pool of mud
in the rainy season. Now it’s perfect for football, plus
we have an adaptable space where we can run after
school programmes and outdoor classes in the rainy
season.

UEFA FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN | New Sports Pitch
It allows us to address the issue of the “dead zone”, a
period of time when the school day has ended but
when parents have not yet returned home from work.
Children are often left alone and out of boredom and
lack of structured activities can become involved in
alcohol, drugs, crime or unsafe sex.
This pitch gives us a space to run activities which allow our children to simply “be kids”, not to be thrown
out into the adult world too early but to enjoy the
activities, freedom and safety that they so deserve.
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SPONSOR STORIES | Ian Swindale

“I hope to keep going until the children I sponsor finish their education”
“In 2014 I decided to support an education project for
children from families with limited resources,” he says. “I
wanted to support a British-based, non-religious project
which wasn’t spending huge sums on a CEO’s salary
and glossy publications. Having visited Guatemala as a
tourist and fallen in love with the country, that’s where
I began my search. I came across EFTC and was very
moved by their videos. I liked the fact that as well as
educating the children, the school was also feeding
them and looking after their medical and psychological needs.

From icecream parties to market trips, Ian Swindale
has brought so much joy and laughter to the children
at the School of Hope. It’s this kind of altruistic spirit
that truly embodies the meaning of EFTC’s sponsorship
programme.
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I initially agreed to sponsor 20 pre-primary and five secondary school children for two years. However, when
I visited the school in 2015 it became obvious that I’d
have to try to maintain my sponsorship for much longer
so now I’m hoping to keep going until they all finish
their education. It’s enormously satisfying to receive letters showing their progress and to have seen the children grow from timid-looking, undernourished children
into the well-fed, confident children who come running
across the playground shouting my name every time I
visit the school.”
Thank you Ian. You’re a true inspiration to us all.

SPONSOR STORIES | Love is all around

Rebecca Benest.
Sponsors Joseline in 9th
Grade

Cindy Benitez.
Sponsors Wilder in 4th
Grade

Jennifer McCallum.
Sponsors Jose Luis in Kindergarten

Sara Miller.
Sponsors Marvin in
Kindergarten

Kelsey Carlton.
Sponsors Joselyn and Andy
in Kindergarten

Laura Trask.
Sponsors Jonathan in
Kindergarten

Bryony Hardy.
Sponsors Jose Daniel in 6th Grade
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LEVELS OF SPONSORSHIP

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

SUPPORT A
CHILD’S
NUTRITION
£10 a month
We provide
each student
with enough
vitamins,
protein, and
carbohydrates
to be ready
and energised
to learn every
day!

8 EFTC/AUTUMN/17

SUPPORT A
CHILD’S
EDUCATION
£25 a month

This includes
all of their
learning
materials and
everything
they need to
participate
fully in the
classroom

SUPPORT A
CHILD’S EVERY
NEED
£35 a month

This includes
teaching,
school books
and other
learning
essentials, and
food.

FURTHER EDUCATION

SUPPORT A
SCHOLAR’S
MATERIALS/
UNIFORM
£15 a month

This includes
the books,
calculators,
and extra
materials your
child needs
and also
paying for the
uniform that is
required

SUPPORT A
SCHOLAR’S
TUITION
£35 a
month

This is the
combination
of all tuition
and inscription
fees, along
with fees for
any special
events

SUPPORT A
SCHOLAR’S
EVERY NEED
£50 a month
Everything
they need
to continue
onto a higher
education is
included: all
career
specific
materials,
books,
uniforms,
and the
entire range of
school fees

BE THEIR CHANGE: Students looking for a sponsor
NEED FOOD SPONSORSHIP

NEED EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP

FLOR YOLANDA CITALAN SAS
-15 - 8TH GRADE

DANIEL ESTUARDO MORALES
GALVEZ -13 - 7TH GRADE

NERI JIOVANI ANDRÉS BUCÚ - 6
- 1ST GRADE

CRISTIAN ALEXANDER SEBAQUIJAY CUBUR - 6- 1ST GRADE

For lives in San Miguel with
her mother. Her brother,
Daniel, is part of our Scholarship Programme. She
would like to become a
Nurse. “Education is important to further mi life goals.
With education you can
become a better person”.

Daniel lives with both of his
parents in Pastores, and
has 2 siblings at the school.
He would like to study
Physical Science and Tourism. “Education is important because you need it
to have a good future and
the Foundation gives us
that.”

Neri lives in Vista Hermosa,
a nearby suburb, with his
mother and two siblings
(both also studying at the
School). He is really smart,
enjoys mathematics and
can already read! In the
future he would like to
become a Veterinarian to
take care of puppies.

Cristian lives in Los Llanos,
Jocotenango, with his parents and his little brother.
He spends all his free time
painting and is always
eager to listen to scary
stories. When he grows up
he wants to write horror
stories.

If you would like to help us support the future of these (and other) promising students please
contact our Sponsorship Coordinator at sponsor@eftc.org.uk
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SPONSOR STORIES | Special Thank You: Miculax Galvez Family
The Miculax Galvez Family found themselves
in an unimaginable situation. Along with
their three young children, who all attend
the School of Hope, the family were losing
their home and faced with the prospect of
moving away. With amazing generosity and
undivided support their sponsors stepped in
to help. With this fantastic donation we could
begin their house-building project enabling
the family to stay in the area and the children
to continue their education with us. They will
soon be moving into their new home.
All of us at EFTC would like to send an extra
special THANK YOU for such immeasurable
generosity in providing them with a new
home, this sort of support and security is only
ever dreamed of here.
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VOLUNTEER VOICES | Worldwide help
Each year around 200 volunteers eagerly set out to the School of Hope. They come from all over the world, are
of all ages, and they all help in unique ways.
Our volunteers lighten the burden of our teachers. They share their skills, experience and talents with our students
and staff. They leave the students full of facts about far away countries and expose them to many different languages. Most importantly, they provide non-stop attention and love to our children. The children ask about them
long after they leave and are always hoping they will come back.

My favorite part of volunteering at the School
of Hope are the countless hugs and high-fives.
Everyday I can see the happiness the school brings
to each of the children

CLAUDIA
WIESE, USA,
2017
Volunteer

My experience at the school has
inspired me to be a better
person, helped me realise what is
important in life, to have a positive
outlook, and not to focus on trivial
issues and negativity

ANDY MCHUGH,
UK, dedicated
sponsor/volunteer since 2015
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VOLUNTEER VOICES

The most memorable moment
was the last day, when I realised
how much I would miss being a
volunteer at the school and how
much I had grown to love the
kids

MAYA GOTTLIEB, Israel/USA,
2017 Volunteer
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It inspired me to see EFTC giving so many
children a chance at a promising future.
It was amazing being able to give
something back to society and help
create a better future for my country

CRISTINA BUSTAMANTE,
Guatemala, 2017 Volunteer

What these children face on a daily basis makes all of our
life obstacles seem obsolete. Our medical group comes
every year and I’ve learned that there are no cultural,
social or language boundaries between the children and
our group. I knew they felt loved by us.

MANICHANH RATTS, USA,
Medical volunteer since 2014

VOLUNTEER VOICES

Helping with the English classes enabled
me to get to know the older pupils. I also
worked with the Maths teachers to find
ways in which resources developed at my
own school might be adapted for use in
Jocotenango. It was a delight to meet the
four students that my wife and I have
sponsored for several years.

My time volunteering at the school
changed me completely. The unconditional
love these children show you, and seeing so
much dedication among the staff inspires
one to become a more caring human being.
No matter how you support the School of
Hope, it will definitely change the way you
view our world.

PAUL SANDERS, UK, long term
sponsor and 2017 volunteer

PAULINA PESCHKE, Austria,
dedicated volunteer and sponsor
since 2015

I think EFTC does a great job of aligning you to
classes or tasks where you feel comfortable. I was
able to partner with the teacher, coming up with
ideas for class activities and taking the lead in
running these. When it was time to say goodbye,
I was really moved by how thankful the
children were and the fact that several of them
were upset to see me go. I didn’t realise until then
the impact I’d had in such a short time.

ALEX HOLLAND, Australia, Volunteer
July 2017
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GRADUATIONS
The week of Graduations is always a time
of both celebration and reflection. For the
students it is a step out into the adult world,
for their families a moment of joy watching
their children reach goals they could not
have, and for EFTC´s staff it is a poignant
reminder of what we all work so hard for, to
see these beautiful children succeed and
shine.
In total over the two days of Graduations 80
of our students walked forward to receive
their certificates. In Guatemala the Graduations from 6th Grade are a traditional milestone as students transition into grown-up
Middle School. This year one of EFTCs long
term supporters, Graham Styles, watched
the students he first met 7 years ago as Kindergartners graduate from Primary School.
Our second night of Graduations was a
little more bitter-sweet as EFTC´s 9th Grade
students graduate and leave The School
of Hope. They will always be a part of the
Foundation . . . They become our Scholarship Students and ambassadors for EFTC
who go on to study in many different Further
Education institutions.
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“There are many
problems, but I think
there is a solution to all
these problems; it’s just
one, and it’s education”
Malala Yousafzai

FEEL GOOD STORIES

CYCLING FOR A FUTURE: Wheels4Life

In recent years our students have been lucky enough to benefit from the generosity of Hans and Carmen Rey and
their fantastic NGO, Wheels4Life. Thanks to their amazing supporters this year we received 50 new bicycles for our
students. This means they can now cycle to school and job interviews without having to rely on buses or taking
long treks.
Hans and Carmen work tirelessly to bring together cycling enthusiasts from around the world to fundraise for bicycles for people in need. One of these enthusiasts is Davide Bushi from New Zealand, who visited our school on the
day the bicycles arrived. He was able to see for himself the smiles on our students’ faces when they received the
bikes he’d fundraised for. One lovely young boy, Garrett, asked friends and family to donate to Wheels4Life for his
birthday instead of buying him presents, with this generous gesture Garrett raised funds for 11 more bicycles. The
rest were funded by BikePark Wales, who held a ‘fancy dress congo bike ride’ to raise money and even made the
record for ‘the longest bike train’ at the same time.
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FEEL GOOD STORIES

UTZ MEANS GOOD: Collaboration against unemployment
Dedication has paid off for one of our scholarship
students, Jorge. Thanks to local trading firm UTZ, Jorge,
a once quiet and reserved boy, now has a
great new job with good
prospects for the future.
Although he was initially told there were no
vacancies he kept going
back, he liked the business and wouldn’t take
‘no’ for an answer! Now
he is in charge of all the
packing and organising
of the products UTZ ships,
and oversees other staff
in this department.
This is exactly what our
our expanding EFTC
Scholarship department
aims to achieve. We are
working hard to instill
ambition, confidence
and a work ethic in our

students. It has clearly worked for Jorge who was
known for being polite and quiet, yet he gained the
confidence to knock on the
door of UTZ and ask for a job.
UTZ is expanding and has
an international client base
and a bilingual workforce. It
now employs two more EFTC
graduates who work alongside Jorge. The owners have
said that they want to only
hire our scholarship students
from now on, that they are
some of the hardest workers
they have ever had.
We want to send out a big
thank you to them for the
support and belief they’ve
shown in our students. You
can check out the amazing Guatemalan products
they ship around the world at
www.utzmeansgood.com
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FEEL GOOD STORIES | Ebenezer Build
Vista Hermosa has always been a
community surviving
just on the edge and
was recently shaken
by two high magnitude
earthquakes. One of
the Foundation Families, Berduo Jerez Maite,
who have lived there
for 10 years, say they
live in constant anxiety
about their insecurity.
The recent earthquakes
only reinforced their
concerns, as they were some of the strongest
they have ever felt.
The whole neighbourhood was close to collapsing and many families had to be evacuated. The
local council tried to move them to Ebenezer, an
empty “community” of 207 unfinished and empty
houses.
Families were forced to choose between unsafe
homes in Vista Hermosa or unfinished houses in
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Ebenezer, without roofs, doors, windows, electricity or even water. Because the houses were not
properly finished families at first did not want to
accept the forced move.
The Foundation had the opportunity, with generous support, to step in and make some of these
homes livable. Only due to the alturistic nature of
EFTCs supporters were we able to finally provide
some security to these families, as our Emergency
Appeal reached its target in just a few days.

FIRST WORLD EFTC DAY | 16th March

Welcome to the first World EFTC
Day! On this special day each year
our fantastic community of
supporters from around the world
will join together to celebrate the
School of Hope and fundraise to
make sure children in Guatemala
can continue to have an education.
We want every one of our
supporters to have fun fundraising
with their friends and family.

Whether you choose to hold an
event, make a donation or take on
a challenge, the money you raise
on this day will mean children like
Katy, José Luís, Dulce, Diana and
Henry can go to school and build
a future.

Mark your calendars now:

If every person reading this
newsletter pledged to get involved
just think of the impact we could
have together!

A day to celebrate, a day to
fundraise, a day to change
their future.

World EFTC Day, 16th March!
Email us to find out more and to
get your fundraising pack today
tamsin@eftc.org.uk

EFTC/AUTUMN/17 19

HD DECISIONS | South Lakes Challenge

THANK
YOU!

Once again the intrepid guys at HD Decisions have
been putting themselves through some gruelling physical challenges to raise funds for the School of Hope.

And it gets even better! Two of HD’s clients have
decided to match fund pound-for-pound any money
that has been raised by their employees. Amazing!

For the sixth year running they chose to support EFTC
by hiking and cycling up some of the steepest hills in
the Lake District.

Chris Robertson of HD Decisions says: “We love getting
together with our clients each year, it’s always a wonderful social occasion as well as an opportunity to get
fit. I’d recommend corporate challenges as a great
way of raising funds for a worthy cause and bonding
with staff and clients.”

For two days in September ten HD staff and ten of their
clients hiked and cycled the tarns, ghylls and crags of
the South Lakes. Some participants were experienced
and others were novices but all of them enjoyed themselves and completed the challenges with only a few
aches and pains.
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Thanks so much to everyone who took part or funded
the participants in this impressive challenge.

GET READY FOR THE SECOND ANNUAL GRAND(ISH) TOUR!

In April 2017, eight teams veered their way from Nottingham to
France in cars costing less than £500 in a bid to win the Grand(ish)
Tour trophy and raise money for EFTC. In 2018, we’re coming
back, bigger and better than ever!
This is your chance to join in the wackiest race around - just
choose a theme, find an old motor worth less than £500, pimp
it up and join the EFTC gang for the Tour de Farce in September
2018.
The entry fee of £500 per team includes channel crossing, hotel
accommodation, and meals, plus a chance to drive your wreck
around the world famous Abbeville Race Circuit.
Push your old banger to the limit on the race track and complete
a series of crazy tasks en route to collect points and win the
coveted trophy. The minimum fundraising target is £1,000 per
team.
To find out more contact Lizzie Wright on lizzie@eftc.org.uk or
telephone: 0115 9584876
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EFTC ANNUALL BALL

Our 14th Annual Ball was held at the end of
September in Nottingham. As usual we had a
fantastic turnout from our supporters, old and
new, who came along to eat, drink and dance
the night away while raising money for EFTC.
This year we had a special guest; the Guatemalan Ambassador to the UK, Señor Acisclo
Valladares Molina. (pictured here). Señor Molina has been taking an interest in EFTC ever
since his visit to Rushcliffe School in 2016.
Guests enjoyed a hilarious presentation about
EFTC’s first ever Grand[ish] Tour and watched
a moving video about some of the older students at The School of Hope.
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In total, around £17,000 was raised for The
School of Hope through ticket sales plus the
charity auction and raffle.
We’d like to thank everyone who came along
on the night and brought friends and family,
the many companies and generous individuals who donated prizes for the auction
and raffle, and the staff and volunteers who
worked hard to make the evening a success.
For 2018 we’re looking at some exciting new
ideas for our Annual Ball event. It’s our biggest
fundraising occasion of the year and we want
to keep it fresh and exciting. So watch this
space for an update!

JAN

FIRST DAY OF CLASSES
January 15th 2018

MARCH

EXAMS
March 12th 2018
Unit 1 exams start, the first for 2018
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
March 16th 2018
No classes
WORLD EFTC DAY
March 16th 2018
HOLY WEEK / SEMANA SANTA
March 26th - 30th 2018
The School is closed

MAY

HOLIDAY
May 1st 2018
National Guatemalan Holiday - no classes
EXAMS
May 21th 2018
Unit 2 exams start
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
March 25th 2018
No classes

JUNE

U
P
C
O
M
I
N
G
E
V
E
N
T
S

GOLF DAY
June 7th 2018
Nottinghamshire Golf & Country Club
MID YEAR HOLIDAYS
June 25th - 2nd July 2018
School is closed

If you want to get involved and climb 3 volcanoes for a
good cause in 2018 please contact us.
More information: visitors@eftcfoundation.org

FOLLOW US!

>>EFTCFoundation

This year our Christmas campaign is a little different. A great Christmas gift and an exciting way to
support the School of Hope

EFTC 2017 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Get your ticket at:
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/eftcchristmasraffle
and you will receive via email a PDF raffle ticket to give your
friends or family this Christmas

TICKETS £25
One lucky person wins a

LONDON THEATRE AND
HOTEL BREAK FOR TWO
Closing date 27th December 2018
Even if you don’t win the prize you you will
have helped EFTC provide:

*Please see flyer for further details

Notebooks
for an entire
class

A toothbrush for
each of our new
little Prepas

A delicious
lunch for one
student for a
whole month

A complete
food hamper
for a family

