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Do you work for a company that might 
like to get involved with Education for the 
Children? If so, we’d love to hear from 
you! There are so many ways to support 
EFTC as a company, from choosing us 
as your charity partner to doing one-off 
fundraising events and/or joining in with 
our corporate events. Feel good at work 
and look the bee’s knee’s to your clients 
and customers - we love to shout about 
those who work with us and kids love to 
send personal thank you’s!

Contact lizzie@eftc.org.uk to find out more
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We love to work in partnership with companies who are passionate about 
making a difference!
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Charities rely on the goodwill of philanthropically minded 
people. Without them, charities would not exist and many 
of the world’s inequalities would not be addressed. Unfailing 
honesty, integrity, transparency and efficiency is the 
minimum that a charity can offer. Recent stories of appalling 
behaviour, sexual exploitation and cover-ups have seriously 
dented the fragile confidence that exists between donor 
and charity.

EFTC could say “yes, but that’s not us” and I will address 
EFTC’s record later which gives some credence to this. BUT, 
the fact is that these revelations are a wake-up call to every 
organisation that operates with vulnerable people. It is not 
enough to be complacent with current procedures and 
action is required. EFTC has always operated a strict zero 
tolerance to any abuse. Hardly original but allied to this, EFTC 
works constantly with staff to educate them how to identify 
potential threats and inappropriate behaviour, both inside 
and outside of the school. This safeguarding has been 
implemented by the school’s Social Services department, 
created in 2007 as part of EFTC’s holistic approach. Over the 
last 11 years, this initiative has identified abuses and, in each 
case, EFTC has acted to the limit of its powers to remove the 
child from abuse. This has included working with 
police, courts and Government authorities to prosecute 
those involved without cover-up. 

So, to the present. Despite our successes, EFTC wants to do 
more. We are working in collaboration with one of our 
Trustee’s, Miranda Keast, who, with our Head of Social 

Services, Aracely Chajon, will be conducting a complete 
review of EFTC´s procedures regarding the safeguarding of 
students. We are also reviewing procedures related to 
conduct of our staff and volunteers, including 
whistleblowing. Our zero tolerance stance to any kind of 
abuse extends beyond The School Of Hope and we are 
committed to our absolute expectation that staff and 
volunteers act responsibly and with respect towards others, 
whether in the UK or in Guatemala. 

In line with EFTC´s adherence to complete transparency we 
will be publishing this report, in full, on our website and will 
implement any changes recommended by the findings to 
ensure the continued safety of our students and all those 
who come into contact with EFTC staff and volunteers. The 
report will contain a recommendation that EFTC will inform all 
supporters of any serious incident and this recommendation 
is being implemented immediately. You will find a report of a 
current incident enclosed with this newsletter and we 
undertake to inform you of any such incidents in the future. 

Stories of abuse from around the world paint a damning 
picture however, the very fact that we hear these stories and 
that they are not normalised is reason for hope. Good can 
rise from bad if the whole sector moves to improve 
beneficiary protection.

Dave Mckee  
EFTC Director

EDITORIAL
protecting our students



We want to say a 
huge thank you to 
Liz Robinson and 
the Midlands staff 
of SJP who pledged 
to sponsor 25 of our 
Reception 
students. We 
were 
overwhelmed by 
their generosity 
and delighted 
that so many of 
our students are 
supported at this 
vital early stage 
in their 
development.
 
One of the SJP 
sponsors, Alastair 
Wilson, who sponsors six year old 
Wilson, said: “I found the 
presentation very moving, it made 
us stop and think that there are 
many people on this planet who 
do not have the same 
opportunities in life that we do.” 
“Then I saw Wilson.  Well, that 
made me think; this little lad has 

the same name as me!  
Not only that, but he had 
his arm in plaster. At the 
same age I also broke my 
right arm. I remember it 
being a difficult time with 

my arm in plaster, not 
being able to play 
football and struggling 
to write with my left 
hand.” 

“This gave me the 
nudge, that I’d like to 
help Wilson, by a small 
monthly donation that 
will make a difference 
to him and increase his 
opportunities in life. “

The SJP Charitable 
Foundation has been supporting 
EFTC since 2009 including funding 
our higher education programme, 
but now we are thrilled to have so 
many individual offices from SJP 
connect with us on such a 
personal level.

We’re thrilled to announce that our 
corporate partner, Fluent Money, has 
now raised over £84,000 for EFTC. This 
amazing company, based in Bolton, 
has been supporting EFTC since 2014. 

In that time, by running fundraising 
events and pledging an amount for 
every loan completion made, Fluent 
has been able to donate over £84,000 
to help us run the School of Hope. Their 
constant and reliable support has given 
us the confidence and freedom to 
plan ahead and take on new projects, 
which is incredibly useful.

They’ve made a huge difference in the 
lives of so many children at the School 
of Hope and become an integral part 
of the EFTC family.

corporate THaNK yous



If you have a skill 
you can come to 
the School of Hope 
and use it.

Yendri, volunteer



Now that her children 
were grown and 
following their dreams, 
it was time for Malena 
to follow her childhood 
dream of volunteering 
abroad. She dedicated 
two months working with 
reception class, with a 
special focus on helping 
Dennis, the first physically 
disabled child at the 
School of Hope. Dennis 
is six years old and has 
Spina Bifida which has left 
him paralysed from the waist down. 
Malena´s job is to encourage him 
to build his upper-body strength, 
become more independent, and 
help him complete more difficult 
tasks. 

The bond they share is clear by the 
way Dennis´ face lights up when 
he sees her, and will continue to 
grow long after her volunteer work 
ends as Malena has decided to 
sponsor Dennis. She will be able to 

watch him 
progress through 
letters and pho-
tos over many 
years! When 
asked about her 
decision to 
sponsor, Malena 
said, ¨I knew I 
wanted to 
sponsor a child 
even before I start-
ed volunteering...but the chance to 
sponsor a child who I have worked 
with so closely and whom I 

already love so much is even more 
than I had hoped for.¨ 

Malena shared two most 
memorable stories, one full of 
optimism and one full of realities. 
The first story, was how during 
physical education the children 
were doing relay races and Dennis 
became frustrated because he 
knew he wouldn´t move as fast as 
the others. However, when it was 
his turn, all of the children started 
clapping and screaming his name 
as he raced towards the finish line. 
The second story involved a child 
who started crying at lunch. When 
asked what was wrong, he said, 
¨I´m thinking of my mom because 
I love her so much. I always think 
of her during meals because I 
know that she is at my house with 
nothing to eat while I am full.¨ The 
impact that Malena has made 
on her class and will continue to 
have on Dennis is what makes the 
School of Hope such a special 
place. 

MaLENa, fuLFiLLiNG a CHiLDHood DREam



Yendri is a prime example of specialised 
volunteers and the big difference they make 
at the School of Hope! As a candidate for her 
master´s degree in Education, Yendri spent two 
months monitoring and evaluating students in 
the new Special Education program, collecting 
urgent data that will be used for years to come. 

She also worked as a classroom assistant, where 
she learned classroom management strategies 
and creative lesson plans that she envisions 
utilising in her future classroom.  

We are always on the lookout for volunteers 
like Yendri. From art, to photography, to special 
education, and beyond, we are in need of your 
expertise!  

I hope that I have helped them to be motivated in their 
studies, that they remember that education is the key. I 
hope that they succeed because I know they can, I just 
don’t want them to give up.

the importance of specialised volunteers



In January 2018, The School of 
Hope had some very special 
visitors from Nottingham, UK. First 
time visitors to Guatemala, Vic 
and Marilyn, had heard many 
things about Education for the 
Children before their arrival from 
close friends and family who are a 
part of the EFTC family. 

Marilyn spent time in our bilingual 
first grade class, while Vic assisted 
in physical education and music 
classes. The pair also spent time 
with brothers, Jorge and Jonathan, 
the respective sponsor children 
of a close friend and Vic’s sister. It 
was these experiences and 
‘surrogate sponsors’ that 
encouraged them to choose to 
become sponsors themselves. 
Seeing the School of Hope 
firsthand put into perspective the 
uniqueness of the EFTC sponsor 
program and inspired Vic and 
Marilyn to get more involved. They 
chose to sponsor FOUR 
children - two primary school-

aged boys, Cristian and Wilson, 
and two junior high school girls, 
Jennifer and Heidy. 

The power of seeing the School 
of Hope first hand is phenomenal. 
It’s not just a charity, it’s not just a 
school, it is a family inclusive of our 
students, staff, sponsors and 
supporters around the world.

seeing Hope first hand VIC & MARILYN KEYWORTH

volunteer 
with 
us !

Volunteers of all ages make 
a great contribution to the 
project in Guatemala and 
the children love having 
someone new to play with 
during break times!

visitors@eftc.org.ukCONTACT US

mailto:visitors%40eftc.org.uk?subject=


FOLLOW US! >>EFTCFoundation

EFTC GOLF DAY  2018
Nottinghamshire Golf  & Country Club

Thursday 7 June      
Registration from 10am
Shotgun start at 12 noon
Followed by prize-giving 

and 3 course dinner

Four-Ball Event |  £500 per team

To enter email: events@EFTC.org.uk

HOLIDAY
May 1st 2018
National Guatemalan Holiday - no classes

EXAMS
May 21th 2018
Unit 2 exams start 

GOLF DAY
June 7th 2018
Nottinghamshire Golf & Country Club

MID YEAR HOLIDAYS
June 25th - 2nd July 2018
School is closed

LEGAL LEAP
May 24th 2018
Abseiling challenge. London.

TREASURE HUNT
May 19th 2018
Antigua Guatemala

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER
Details to be confirmed
Antigua Guatemala

PAPPY’S BBQ 
July 5th 2018
Antigua Guatemala

HOLIDAY  
August 15th 2018
School is closed
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“My madrina has a lot of kindness and I 
like playing with her. She loves me and I 

love her.”

“You have been helping me since I was 
a child. Thanks to you, I am who I am 
now.“

“She is someone who cares very much 
for me. She respects me and I have a 
lot of respect for her. We are friends and 
she is part of my family.”

“I love my padrinos and their family. 
Thank you very much for helping me 
with my education. I cannot wait to see 
them when they visit again.”

“Thank you for helping me understand 
that my education is so important. I 
hope that we continue to be friends in 
the future.“

“Thank you so much for helping me with 
my education, Adam. Thank you for 
being my padrino.“

Berta Estefania, 9 years old
Stephanie has sponsored her for 4 years now

Pablo Josue, 17 years old
Julie has sponsored him for 9 years now

Omar, 10 years old
Georgia has sponsored him for 5 years now

Flor Yolanda, 16 years old
Susan has sponsored her for 10 years now

Rubén, 14 years old
Adam has sponsored him for 6 years now

Ariana, 10 years old
Jason have sponsored her for 1 year now

hoW do ouR Students FEEl about their sponsors?



SUPPORT A 
CHILD’S NUTRITION 

SUPPORT A 
CHILD’S education 

SUPPORT A CHILD’S 
every need

SUPPORT A 
SCHOLAR’S 
MATERIALS/UNIFORM 

SUPPORT A 
scholar’s tuiTION 

SUPPORT A scholar’S 
every need 

We provide each student 
with enough vitamins, 
protein, and carbohydrates 
to be ready and energised 
to learn every day!

This includes all of their learn-
ing materials and everything 
they need to participate fully 
in the classroom

This includes teaching, school books 
and other learning essentials, and 
food.

This includes the books, 
calculators, and extra materi-
als your child needs and  also 
paying for the uniform that is 
required

This is the combination of all 
tuition and inscription fees, 
along with fees for any special 
events

Everything they need to continue 
onto a higher education is included: 
all career specific materials, books, 
uniforms, and the entire range of 
school fees.

£ 10  
month

£ 25  
month

£ 35  
month

£ 15  
month

£ 35 
month

£ 50  
month

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

FURTHER EDUCATION

Sponsor a child today
Through sponsorship you can ensure your student has the 
resources they need to grow and accomplish their dreams. Please contact: sponsor@eftc.org.uk

mailto:sponsor%40eftc.org.uk?subject=


The ‘Grand(ish) Tour 2018’ takes place on 
Thurs 27- Fri 28 September.

Entry costs £500 per team of two, plus an extra £225 
per additional passenger/driver. This covers all 
accommodation, dinner and breakfast at the hotel, 
Eurotunnel fare, race circuit fees and breakdown 
service. 

See www.EFTC.org.uk/events for more details.

You’ll need to find an old wreck of a car worth no more 
than £500 and decide on a team name and theme, 
get dressed up and don’t forget your car should reflect 
your theme too. Last year one car was covered in fur! 
We also ask you to try to raise a minimum of £1,000 per 
team through sponsorship, advertising on the side of 
your car or donations from friends and family

Teams have already begun signing up and quite a few 
of last year’s recruits are revving up ready for another 
‘Tour de Farce’.

There are still a few places left to fill, so depechez-vous 
and contact lizzie@eftc.org.uk to register your interest.

D A T E S
&

F E E S

R U L E S
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EDUCATION FOR THE CHILDREN PRESENTS

NOTTINGHAM - ABBEVILLE FRANCE IN 36 HOURS!

2 7 & 2 8  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8

Join EFTC on the adventure of a lifetime in a 
car worth no more than £500.

Teams of 2-4 will put their bangers to the 
test in this long distance journey filled with 
challenges and tasks along the way!

Earn point as you go and win the EFTC 
trophy 2018!

REGISTRATION DEPOSIT
£500 per team of 2 two 

(£225 for additional team member)

MAX SPEND ON CAR
£500

MINIMUm SPONSORSHIP
£1000

Accommodation, meals, Eurotunnel, and track experience are all included.

Join us for the second annual Grand(ish) Tour 
- It’s wacky, it’s wonderful and it’s 

probably the most fun you can have in 
a car whilst supporting a worthy cause! 

http://www.EFTC.org.uk/events
http://lizzie@eftc.org.uk
http://www.eftc.org.uk/
mailto:lizzie%40eftc.org.uk?subject=
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MEet Two oF oUR teaMS

We’d like to thank the other 
teams for joining the 
challenge. Without losers, 
where would we be.

We’re born winners and 
ready to take this years 
event by storm! Our moves 
on the racetrack will leave 
the French praying for an 
early Brexit!

Graham 
Styles

DON PEEL 
& john 

tansur

“Team 
mother”

“fraser - brown 

team”



From Nottingham to the Gippsland lakes in Australia; New York City to Milton Keynes; from The 
Hague in the Netherlands to Wyoming; London to Antigua, Guatemala. EFTC went global for 
our first ever World EFTC day on March the 16th. 

Our amazing supporters from all around the world raised awareness about our Foundation, 
collected much needed funds to support the education and futures of our students and 
celebrated with their friends at the same time. Take a look at the photos of all of the fun events 
and make sure you join us next year!!





At the School of Hope, Celena is one of 
the most sought after people. She just 
became the first nurse the school has 
ever had and is a fantastic 
example of perseverance. Celena 
began her journey with the Foundation 
almost 10 years ago when she enrolled 
in our middle school. “I was 13 years 
old when I started my studies at EFTC” 
says Celena, now 23 years old. “My life 
changed totally, I had never been away 
or far from home”. EFTC supported her 
through her schooling and university 
degree and now Celena is giving back 
to the Foundation. 

Most schools in Guatemala don’t have 
a nurse. We are lucky enough to have 
Celena working with us not just for 
scrapes and bruises but to develop a 
well rounded preventative health 
programme (something that is 
desperately needed by children from our 
students’ socio-economic backgrounds). 
Celena is the perfect person to offer this 
much needed support; She is 
ambitious and works tirelessly. She is 
currently working full time at the school 
and continuing further university studies 
in her free time. Her two main goals are 

to improve students’ hygiene habits in 
school and to work closely with families 
from the Foundation to increase 
parents’ health education. 

Celena’s face lights up whenever she 
talks about nursing. “I love my job” says 
Celena, “because I get to care for 
people in pain, sometimes physical, 
other times emotional, and all they 
need is to be listened to”. In nursing, 
Celena says you get to offer “the kind of 
care and attention people rarely get”.

We are lucky to have amazing 
graduates like Celena helping us grow. 
EFTC currently has over 200 students in 
our Further Education program, every 
single one working towards a brighter 
future. “There are many children with 
dreams in the Foundation,”  says 
Celena, “the one thing I would say to 
them is to not give up”.

St Alphege group, in 
Seasalter. They are
Celena’s amazing sponsors.

get to know Celena, the first 
school nurse at eftc

There are many children 
with dreams in the 
Foundation, the one thing I 
would say to them is to not 
give up.



AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS WILL COMBAT DEAD ZONE

For years staff at the School of Hope have been 
desperate to tackle the problem of the “dead zone”; 
the time after lessons have ended and before parents 
return from work, when students, particularly our 
teenagers, have little to do and often hang around 
aimlessly in the streets. This is the time when they are 
most at risk of drifting into dangerous activities such as 
petty crime, violence, drug taking or under age sex - 
behaviours that are all too common in impoverished 
areas of Guatemala.

Even those who stay at home lack direction and, with 
no computers and few books in the home, they have 
little to stimulate their minds. Educational experts 
describe this ‘dead zone’ as one of the biggest threats 
to a child’s education, health and wellbeing. 

So this year, the hard-working teachers at EFTC have 
given up their free time to set up a number of 
after-school clubs for our older students. From dance, 
singing and musical Instruments to sport, cooking and 

Film Club, our older students are now involved in a 
wide range of extracurricular activities AND THEY ARE 
LOVING IT!  

We have also partnered with Top Antigua to offer an 
all-girls rock climbing club, which aims to build 
confidence, perseverance and strength. 

Plus social business The Garden of Hope is running a 
garden design club in which students write and 
present a proposal and then work to make their design 
dreams a reality.

Almost 90% of students invited have enrolled in these 
clubs. Our hope is to encourage them to develop their 
passions and skills outside traditional classes while 
allowing them to form a group of friends who will 
influence each other positively.

Your support makes this possible. Thank you



In January all 55 staff that 
work for EFTC in 
Guatemala made their 
annual house visits to the 
homes of the families we 
support. 

When we say ‘house’ visits 
we find most often, people 
describe them as shacks. 
These are not homes that 
we would recognise, often 
with just a roof and some 
ill fitting side panels. Many 
of our students, such as 
Diego and his family of 
seven, live in shanty towns 
that cling precariously to 
steep hillsides, prone to 
flooding and mudslides. 
Diego lives in a single room 
tiny house constructed from scraps 
of metal, insulated with 
plastic bags. There are no 
windows, no bathrooms, no fresh 
running water and the floor is bare 
dirt. Diego and his siblings have few 
toys or books and they spend a lot 

of time helping their mother with 
household chores. Life is incredibly 
hard.

Just getting to these hillside houses 
can be a struggle as the roads peter 
out well before the shanty housing 
begins and many homes can only 

be accessed by climbing around 
rocks and scrambling up dirt tracks. 
No wonder children arrive at school 
tired and dirty. These appalling 
conditions never cease to shock visi-
tors; even those EFTC staff who have 
visited many times before, are often 
moved to tears. 

beyond the school: house visits



Visiting these family homes was 
an incredibly unique, eye-opening 
and rewarding experience. 
Seeing and experiencing the 
home situations of our students 
gave me a new perspective and 
re-emphasized the crucial 
importance of our safe, 
welcoming school environment.  

Stephanie Esprester | Sponsorship 
Coordinator

House visits play an integral part in how I do my job day 
to day. They help form bonds between staff, families and 
students. Remembering a child’s favourite toy that they 
were playing with when you arrived, or what the family was 
cooking, can build connections for the future.  

Kelsey Carlton | Special Education and English 
Department Coordinator

Dirt floor turns to mud during rainy season

Thanks to generous EFTC 
supporters a number of our 
worse case families have been 
rehoused or had improvements 
made to their homes in recent 
years.  For this we are extremely 
grateful, but there still remain 
many families, like Diego’s living 
with extreme deprivation.

Information from our visits goes to our 
Education, Social Services/Psychology, 
Campaigns, and Further Education 
departments. It helps us develop our 
nutrition programme and acts as an early 
detection system for students who will 
need extra support in the year ahead.



The new General Data Protection Regulation comes in to force in May 2018, this changes 
how we communicate with you. We hope you enjoy receiving our Newsletters so please 
get in touch to say you are happy for us to continue. 

Please send your permission to enquiries@eftc.org.uk marked GDPR.

THIS COULD BE YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER
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