
Days ago, media informed about an histor-
ic record: the amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
existing in the atmosphere. Yesterday, the news 
broadcasted the shocking images of an ice tongue 
eating twenty two houses in Canada. Both news 
are linked by the same reason: the global warming. 
 
It is impossible to talk about global warming 
without talking about climate change, it would be like 
playing chess without board. The climate change 
is like the neighbor who makes an effort in 
talking at the community meetings but nobody pay 
attention. We invited him, we listen his voice, but we 
ignore him. Although both terms are employed as 
synonyms  at    times, they  are  not  the  same  thing. 
The global warming is one of the phenomenons that 
happens which consist on the increasing atmospheric 
and oceanic temperature due to the excessive “green-
house effect”. Without the greenhouse effect (the 
ability that gases in the atmosphere have to let pass 
the light but retaining hot) we couldn’t live in Hearth 
because it will be an extremely cold place. The problem 
has come when, since Industrial Revolution, we started 
to emit a higher amount of gases and consequently to 
increase the greenhouse effect. Carbon dioxide is gen-
erated by burning fossil fuel in cars, factories and elec-
tric plants and is the most damaging fluid these days.  
 
In 1997, when climate change raised its voice over the 
others neighbors, it was adopted the Kyoto Protocol 
within the objective of achieving a reduction of the 
emissions to the atmosphere of the gases which cause 
the greenhouse effect. One of the instruments to use 
was the carbon credit market. So capitalism adopted 
the environment and this one became part of the mar-
ket. It is supposed to be a top amount of carbon diox-
ide that factories and countries can send out which are 
called “carbon credits”. If some of them go beyond the 
limit, they can buy carbon emissions to the countries 
and factories that haven’t consumed theirs. Consider-
ing the latest information, it has not been effective. 
 
By now, Venice is still floating, Spain is not a savannah 
and we can drink tape water. We could say that every-
thing is going ok and the climate change is something 
closer to science fiction than to our daily problems. 
Would agree the people to whom the ice ate their 

houses yesterday? Would think the same the inhabit-
ants of Kiribati or the andean inhabitants of Carhuaz?  
We are curious people. We have the same ability to 
believe in God or love even if we can’t see them,  and 
we can name as incredible that we are able to modify 
an entire climate. Our pride should be more realistic. 
 
The Republic of Kiribati is made of 33 coral 
atolls that embellish more than three millions of 
square kilometres in the Pacific as if they were little 
freckles. While some scientists claim that 
nothing has changed since 1520, when Magallanes 
arrived there, the President of Kiribati travels around 
the world telling how three islands have already 
disappeared. Some other islands had to be evacuated 
because of floodings and fresh water is becoming salty. 
Kiribati possess the biggest Marine Heritage in the 
world but its government is thinking about the pos-
sibility of buying some unhabited islands to Fiyi in 
order to give a place to stay to the 103,000 citizens 
of Kiribati to whom their country might disappear. 

When tsunamis happen in Andes, to swim 
is not a choice.
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The french photographer, Nicolás Villaume travelled 
to the  peruvian  Andes in 2011 to shot at the global 
warming: 

 

Sergio Rossi is marine biologist and has recently 
published the book A travel to Antarctica. A scien-
tist in the forgotten continent. He explains through 
the book why Antarctica is important: because sci-
entists can learn how works a place that people 
haven’t damaged yet in order to “prevent the atroci-
ties that we are making to the rest of the planet”. He 
warns about the continental ice (the one that makes 
the water level increase) “it is in located mainly in 
the Antarctica, so it is needed to stop the melting 
icecapes”. Sergio Rossi granted an interview to 
eldiario.es in which the catalan scientist high-
lighted that the planet can adapt to the cli-
mate changes, it happened before, but ask 
himself if the human being would be able to 
get used to a change which is already real.  
 
A year ago a volcano erupted in El Hierro 
(Canary Islands) and it was a complete show.  
The increase of temperature of the water, its acidifi-
cation and the loss of oxygen are the three main cir-
cumstances that happen in the ocean due the climate 
change. In different labs scientist tried to reproduce 
the scenary, but the volcanic eruption in the canary ar-
chipelago made the experiment become real because 
the three requirements happened at levels that will 
happen after two or three thousand years if we contin-
ue expelling that much CO2 to the athmosphere as we 
are currently doing. ¿Which was the result? Most of 
the organism died but there were some other that were 
abe to adapt genetically to the new circumstances. 
Eugenio Fraile, the spanish researcher of the Span-
ish Intitute of Oceanography, explains the situation 
and exposes how certain bacteries replaced the died 
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“Sunday 

11th April 2010, an 
ice block in Hualcán fell down to a 

lake causing a 25 metres tsunami which 
affected to twenty communities close 

to the river Cucchún arriving in the end 
the city of Carhuaz, located in Ancash. 

Alerted by the loud noise, the inhabitants 
scaped to the highest locations to survive. 

The situation didn’t damage people but most 
of them lost everything: the wave destroyed 

houses, devastated plantings and killed a big 
number of animals in rural areas.”

plancton and points out that “It is important to pay 
attention to the small animals because if they are 
born, the big animals will come too”. It is to say that 
we can be in trouble but life will exist even without us. 
 
In the meanwhile, we can keep on going without 
paying attention to the costs of our globalised and 
industrialised life. We can continue using private 
transport to go shopping and buy an special fruit 
original from the antipodes or clothes manufacurated 
in India. If we continue this manner we should agree 
with Sheldon Cooper and accept that “in a future, 
when the icecapes melt, to swim will not be an op-
tion” and Waterworld will not be fiction anymore. 

As a final remark, I invite you to take a look to 
Timelapse, a website by the magazine Time, Goog-
le and the USGC. Timelapse allows to discover the 
evolution which took place in several places of the 
Earth’s surface along 30 years. You can observe how 
spots as Dubai, the Amazon jungle, Mendenhall gla-
ciar in Alaska or your own city have change from 
1984 until 2012.


